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PRESENT STATE OF THAT COUNTRY. 
By JOUHN NEVIL I. 


Merchant of SYRAcVUsA, plead no more. 
I am not partial, to infringe our Laws; 
The Enmity and Diſcord which of late 
Sprang from the ranc'rous Outrage 
To MERCHANTS, our well-dealing Countrymen. 
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HIS EXCELLENCY 


N 


EARL or NORTHINGTON, 


LORD LIEUTENANT GENERAL AND 
GENERAL GOVERNOR OP 


535 8 


Tu E Liberty I take 
in laying the following Pages at the 
Feet of Your Excellency, will, I 
hope, carry its own Excuſe, conſi- 
dering the Subjects on which they 


treat. 


A HoNO URS, 


„ 


Ho xouxs, Titles, particular Pro- 


feſſions, the Glare of Patriotiſm, or 
large Fortunes, may, for a Time, 
dazzle the Eyes of the Vulgar, but 
will never enſure Veneratien and 


Tnar Your Excellency happily 
blends all theſe Qualifications, may be 
ſeen in the Introduction of your Ad- 
miniſtration in this Kingdom, by an 


greateſt Humanity and Attention to 
the Miſeries of the Poor, while the 
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Act of Munificence, fraught with the 
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efficacious and ſpeedy Mode you f 


adopted for their Relief, has warmed 
every 
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1 
Reſpect, from the thinking Part off 
Mankind, unleſs accompanied with J 
beneficent Diſpoſitions for our 
Country's Welfare. 
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every Heart in your juſt Commen- 


I nor I have been able to prove 
in the following Pages, that a Trade 
with Spain would be of the greateſt 
Utility to this Nation, if once put 
upon an eligible Footing. Never 
had the Repreſentative of Majeſty 
ſuch an Opportunity of perpetuating 
his Name in the Hearts of a grate- 
ful People; and ] truſt, no Exertions 
on the Part of Your Excellency 
will be wanting, to carry this deſira- 


ble Object into Effect. 


May Your Excellency long 
in the Hearts 
of a brave and loyal People—and, 

may 


continue to rule 


* 


—— 88 — 
—— — — 


1 
may You be revered to lateſt 


Poſterity, as the happieſt of 


Governors! 


I am, 
My Lox, 
With great Reſpect, 
Your Excerrency's 
Moſt humble, 
and 


Obedient Servant, 


JOHN NEVILLI. 


NE WRV. Nov. iſt, 
1783. 
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P R E F A c E. 


Wu E N any Man offers his Opinions 
for public Inſpection, it is cuſtomary for him to 
ſubjoin ſuch Reaſons as induced him thereto. The 
RAD ER wiſhes to know from what Motives he 
was led to throw his Ideas together, and why he 
thought they wouid be of Utility, when diſperſed 
Abroad. In Conformity to this eſtabliſhed 


Point of Etiquette, I beg Leave to give mine. 


I was highly flattered when I found the Gew- 
TLEMEN in the Province of ULsTER, (of the 
Linen-TRADE,) inſtantly and univerſally adopt 


the Sentiments I ſubmitted to their Conſideration, 
under the Signature Cf a LiNEN-DRAPER, in 
the 


6 
the Belfaſt Neus Letter. This encouraged me 
to enlarge my Plan, which, if attended with 
any ſalutary Purpoſe to the Kingdom at large, 
will make me not regret the Time and Labour 
I beſtowed in forniing it. 


I $UBMIT it to the World with great De- 
ference, Humility and Reſpet ; and I hope 
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the Rectitude, Candour, and Integrity of my 
Intentions, will help to ſupply the many De- 
feats that muſt unavoidably attend ſuch an 
Undertaking. | 
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ATTACHED as I am by Intereſt, by Inclina- 
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tion, and by Duty, to the Linen Manufacture, I 
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hope, that if my Opinion ſhould happen to differ | 
from that of any of my Friends, they will pleaſe { 
to excuſe the Warmth that has hurried me be- 
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| yond my Ability. I do not preſume to &#Aare, 
 \ I only give my humble Opinion, which I, how- ; 
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* ever, had the Pleaſure of communicating to ſeve- C 
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ral very eminent Gentlemen in the Trade, and 


was happy in their hearty Approbation. 


In my Obſervations on the great Object of eſta- 
bliſhing the Linen Market in the Heart of the 
Manufacture, I have endeavoured to ſteer clear of 
Prejudice, or party Opinion; and I hope it will 
be found I have not deviated from my Rule in 
diſcourſing on that important Queſtion. 


Tur Alluſion in the Dedication to His Ex- 
CELLENCY THE LORD LIEUTENAN T, though 
well known at preſent, may hereafter requite 
ſome Explanation. On his Arrival he found this 
Country in the moſt diſtreſſed Situation for want 
of Proviſions, and an A f Parliament in Force, 
laying a Duty on Grain nearly equal to a Prohibi- 
tion. He inſtantly ſummoned the Pr1vy-Coun- 
CcIL, and iſſued a Proclamation, ordering the 
Port Collectors to accept of Bonds from the Mer- 
chants in Lieu of the Duty to be paid down, and 
pledged the public Faith for the cancelling 
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ſuch Bonds on the Meeting of Parliament; not 


content with this, he moſt graciouſly ordered a 
Sum of nearly Ten Thouſand Pounds to be paid 
as a Bounty on the Importation of the Firſt Thirty 
Thouſand Barrels of Oats, and Ten Thmwſand Barrels 
of Wheat, brought into IRELaND ; which has al- 
ready been attended with the moſt ſalutary Con- 
ſequences, and in all Probability, prevented a 


molt ſevere and grievous Famine, 
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SEASONABLE REMARKS 


3. ad + - 


a Linen Trade of Ireland, &9c. 


Ars Period ſince the firſt Intro- 
duction of the Engliſh Government into lre- 
land, had the People of this Country fo fair 
a Proſpect, of riſing to Wealth, to Fame, | 
and Honour; to Riches, Eaſe, and Security | | 
at home; to Credit and to Conſequence in 
foreign Nations. Britain, awakened to her if 
true Intereſt, has joined in the Emancipation 
' of a grateful People, and the Ports of Ireland ö 
are now as free as even the Thames itſelf. 
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Ir is our Happineſs to have a gracious 
SOVEREIGN, Whoſe private Life is an Exam 
ple of every ſocial Virtue; and whoſe public 
Acts declare he looks on Ireland with the 
Eye of a tender and an indulgent Parent ; 
that his unwearied Endeavours are to make 
us a happy, an induſtrious, and a wealthy 
People. Thus has Providence, perhaps de- 
ſigning to leave us without Excuſe, bleſſed 
our Days with a Prince, who blends our 
Happineſs with the ſovereign Power, and if 
we make not a proper Uſe of this glorious 
Opportunity, when the moſt acceptable Ser- 
vice we can render his Majeſty, is to eſtabliſh 
and increaſe our own Proſperity, how ſhall 


we be able to account to Poſterity for our 
Remiſineſs ? 


UNDER ſuch a Sovereign, is it to be won- 
dered to ſee our Parliaments patriotic, our 
Citizens SOLDIERS, animated in their Coun- 
try's Cauſe, and every Part of theſe happy 
Iſlands united by Bonds of Love, Duty, and 
natural Affection? 


GOD 


oo 


o 
GOD ALMIGHTY has, in unerring 


< Waeldom, implanted in the Breaſt of Man, 
10 | violent Paſſion for Applauſe, and an im- 
e mortal Name; Statues of Marble, and In- 
F 3 ſcriptions on Braſs, may convey to Poſterity 
e f the Exploits of the Hero, or the Atchieve- 
y ö ments of the Brave; but the Honours of 
* true Patriotiſm acquire more laſting Monu— 
d ments, being recorded in the Hearts of the 
ir Peqple. Wo find the Saviours of their Coun- 
if try in every Age, tranſmitted down with 
is b Gratitude, long after the corroding Hand of 


Time has deſtroyed every other Monument 
þ 23 erected to perpetuate their Memory. 


3 L © WIr our Legiſlators are thus laudably 
3 employed, while they are fired with the Love 
. of their Country, —are entailing on themſelves 
- i immortal Praiſes, on the Nation future 
1 g Happineſs :—it becomes the Duty of every 


— Individual, even in the moſt private Station, 
y ö humbly to ſubſcribe his Mite, that ſo, by a- 
d Number of ſmall Offerings, a large Sacrifice 
; may be laid on the Altar of our Country's 
Weal. Acuated by theſe Motives, I ſubmit 
UV #4 B 2 the 
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the following Remarks to the candid Conſi- N 


deration of the Public. . * 

8 o Li 

IRELAND, 'tis well known, for Situation, 
Safety, Number and Conventence of Harbours, 
internal Sources of Wealth, Healthfulneſs of 
Climate, and Richneſs of Soil, is on a Foot- 
ing with any Kingdom in Europe, for an ex- 
tenſive Trade. The Readineſs of Navigati- 
on to Spain, Portugal, the Weſt Indies, and 
America, is not to be equalled: it produces in 
great Plenty every Neceſſary of Life, and is 
able to ſpare to other Countries, Now ſhe is 
Miſtreſs of a free Commerce, I hope the 
Eyes of the People will be opened to their 
true Intereſts, and inſſead of cavilling about 
Words, they will calmly conſider how we 
may beſt encourage an Export of Butter, Beef, 
Cotton Manufactures, Hides, Leather, Spi- 
rits, Soap and Candles, wet and dry Fiſh, 
and Woollen Goods. I ſhall principally con- 


fine my Obſervations to the Linen Trade; to 


which I ſhall beg the Attention, not only of 
the Draper, but alſo, of the Linen Board, 
and other Gentlemen of landed Property. 

Tus 
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Tu cheaper any Article comes to Mar- 
ket, the greater will be the Conſumption; 
therefore, every Method ſhould be tried, to 
gain any conſiderable Saving; and I imagine 
the raiſing a ſuſticient Quantity of Flaxſeed 
within the Kingdom, would be attended with 
the moſt ſalutary Conſequences, and that 
ample Encouragement ought to be given 
thereto; for, it is a melancholy Truth to con- 
feſs, that notw!thflanding the Poverty of this 
Country, we ſend annually, the amazing Sum 
of 100,000]. out of it, for Flaxſeed, and, for 
the moſt Part, in Specie; nor is even this 
Drain the greateſt Evil ariſing from the Im- 
portation of foreign Flaxſced; for while we 
give a high Price for it in Germany and 
Holland, we are granting a Premium againſt 
our own Manufacture, by encouraging them 
to grow a Quantity of Flax they would not 
otherwiſe do; this they are rece//itated to 
work up into Linens, and the Profit they 
have on the ſeed enables them to underſell 

\ 
5 


Tae Linen Trade is yet capable of very 
great Extenſion, particularly in the coarſer 
Branches, 


[ x6 1 


Branches. England takes above a Million 
in Value annually from Germany, for pack- f 
ing, and dying, Carter's Frocks, to ſend to the 


Weſt Indies, America, and the Coaſt of Gui- * 


nea, for Negroes Cloaths, and a Variety of 
domeſtic Uſes ; now, did we raiſe a large 


Quantity of Flax for Seed, it would produce ö 


w hat was fitting for a ſtrong Fabric. Here 


let me obſerve, that Flax for Seed ſhould be 
ſtacked, and not thraſhed out till Spring, for, 
as in all other Vegetables, the Seed will re- 


any Moiſture in the Stalk, as is plainly ſeen 


in the Manner with which Oats, Wheat, 


and all other Grain is treated. 


Trrs Branch would be the fitteſt to intro- 
duce into ſuch Parts of the Kingdom, as are 
at preſent unacquainted with the Linen 
Trade; it would ſerve as a School, both to 
the ſpinning and weaving. The Banks of 
the Shannon have a Sufficiency of ſtrong 
Ground 70 raiſe Seed for the whole Kingdom, 
and whoſe few Inhabitants are immerged in all 
the Miſeries of Want and Wretchedneſs: 


The Linen Board ſhould not only give a 
large 


ceive Nouriſhment while ever there remains 


E 


large Premium for good, ſound, and merchanta- 
ble Seed, but alſo, an adequate one on ſuch 
as may be purchaſed for making Oil of the 
Growth of Ireland, notwithſtanding there is a 
Bounty of Sixpence a Gallon granted on all 
Linſeed Oil made here; this being ſo diſ- 
tant from ſaving the Seed, and the Farmer 
not immediately feeling the Benefit, never 
conſiders it as any Encouragement to call 
forth his Induſtry. For it has been argued, 
that in wet Seaſons Seed will not ripen 
ſufficiently for ſowing next Year, whereas, 
were Oil-Mills properly eſtabliſhed, there 
would be an Encouragement for letting the 
Sced ſtand, as it would ſtill turn out to ſome 
good Purpoſe: this, I ſtrongly recommend 
to the Linen Board, as meriting their moſt 
immediate Notice, as it will not only leſſen 
the Importation of foreign Seed, but alſo, of 
Linſeed Oil, and thereby further diſcourage the 
Growth of Flax among our Rivals. I am con- 
vinced, with wiſe Regulations, we might, aſ- 
ſiſted by the Bounty allowed on Exportation, be 
able to beat out the coarſe Linens of Holland 
and Germany, in all foreign Markets, 


TuyeE 


E 

Tre Jealouſy that ſubſiſted between this 
Country and Britain aroſe from their Anxiety 
for the Woollen Trade; under our Reftric- 
tions, we ſent our raw Wool to the French, 
who cannot manufacture without one third 
of Engliſh, or Iriſh Growth, which is chiefly 
uſed at the Manufactory of Abbeville, which 
is called Royal, becauſe the King imports at 
his own Coft, all the Wool from England 
and Ireland ; and notwithſtanding this great 
Expence, it is delivered out to the Manufac- 
turers, at the medium Price of the Englifh 
Market ; ſo that they are thereby enabled to 
finith their Camblets and Stufts as cheap from 
the Loom as in Norwich. Now, it is well 
krown, that thoſe in the northern Counties, 
who have applied themſelves to the Linen 
Trade, inſtead of ſending Wool to France in 
a clandeſtine Manner, have not ſufficient 
to work up into Covering for their Na- 
kedneſs, and, I am ſure there 1s Plenty of 
Buſineſs in the various Branches of the Linen 
Trade, for all the ſpare Hands in Ireland, 
and ſo they be but fully employed, 1t matters 


not 


no! 


11 


not whether they work on Linen or Woollen 
Materials. 


Our Trade with Spain would have long 
ſince been of great Conſequence, had not 
two unſurmountable Obſtacles operated againſt 
us; the Expenſe attending the Sale of 
Goods in the Engliſh Market, to enable the 
Exporter to draw the Bounty, then granted 
excluſively in Britain, and the commercial 
Reſtrictions under which we laboured, in not 
being able to ſend out a proper Aſſortment of 
otherGoods. 


A TRA with Spain is of more Conſe- 
quence to us than any other, not only on 
Account of their own Conſumption, and the 
Riches they draw from America, but on Ac- 
count of the natural Indolence of the Inha- 
bitants of bat Country, who can be only 
furniſned through them; the Quantity of 
Linens they conſume, of all Sorts, is incre- 
dible, both at Home, and in their Colonies 
Abroad. The FLoTa alone, takes out near- 
ly as much as is manufactured in Ireland, be- 

ſide 


20 J 


ſide what goes to their Iſlands in the Weſt 
Indies; but French Politics prevail too 
much againſt us in the Spaniſh Cabinet; their 
Linens pay five, Dutch ten, and Iriſh fifteen 
per Cent, ad Valorem for what they are worth 
in the Spaniſh Market; whereas, did Spain 
ſee her own Intereſt in a proper Light, France 
ſhould pay fifteen, Holland ten, and Ireland 
five per Cent Duty. It is well known, that 
France takes nothing from Spain but a few 
Aſhes, ſome ſtrong Wine for Mixture, and 
ready Money ; whereas, the Balance of Trade 
is now againſt us in that Monarchy, for Aſhes, 
Silk, Wine, Fruit, Brandy, &c, and Veſſels 
going out for theſe, might carry Linens at a 
very trifling Expenſe, could we once ſettle 
our Trade on any eligible Footing. 


No Time could offer more opportunely 
than the preſent, and it is highly probable, at 
leaſt, we have every Reaſon to hope, that 
the Gentlemen at the Helm of Affairs, would 
ſtipulate for the more eaſy Admiſſion of our 
Linens into Spain, now we have a Peace, 
were they properly informed of the Circum- 

ſtances. 
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ſtances. It is incredible to think what an 
Acquiſition would accrue from a Connexion 
of this Kind, and what a Spring it would 
give to many Branches of the Linen Manu- 
facture, particularly Tickens, corded, twilled, 
and fine Linens; and I have hopes, to live 
to ſee the Safety of the FLoTA as anxiouſly 
wiſhed for by the People of Ireland, as by the 
Inhabitants of Cadiz. 


O our Trade with Portugal little remains 
to be ſaid ; I fear it is more from the Cabals 
of the Engliſh Factory there than any other 
Cauſe, that our Manufactures are not cordial- 
ly received. Indeed, the Trade of Britain 
itſelf with that Monarchy, has been ſenſible 
of a Decline for a conſiderable Time, which 
fully proves the Ingratitude, or rather Policy 
of States, to forget, as ſoon as poſſible, eve- 
ry Favour conferred. Portugal, as an inde- 
pendent Kingdom, is not only ſupported by 
her Connexion with Great Britain, but what 
is leſs known at preſent, was firſt created into 
a ſovercign Power by her. During the Cro- 


aide in the 12th Century, a Fleet of about 
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| 14000 Engliſh going to Joppa by Sea, to 

| aſſiſt Lewis the VIIth and the Emperor in the 
Siege of Damaſcus, put into the Tagus by 
contrary Winds, where Alphonſo, the Firſt, ? 
King of Portugal, was beſieging the City of ; 
Liſbon, then in the Poſſeſſion of the Moors. 
He entreated them to join him, as it would 

be equally aſſiſting the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, 

by diſpoſſeſſing the Infidels of that Country; 

his new Allies adopted the ſame Opinion, 
joined Alphonſo, took Liſbon and the 
adjoining Territory. Thus did the Engliſh 
eſtabliſh that illuſtrious Founder of the Por- 
tugueſe Monarchy, and by England have his 
Succeſſors, and the Houſe of Braganza been 
ſupported in the Poſſeſſion thereof “. 


Wiru Pleaſure we behold any Encreaſe 
to, or Improvement of the Staple Manufac- 
ture; one of no inconiiderable Conſequence 
has lately ſprang up in Belfaſt and Lurgan , 


I mean long Lawns, or Cambrick, ſtriped, 


* Littleton's Henry 2d. Anno 1147. 


and 


1 
and croſs-barr'd with Cotton, not to imitate, 
but cxcel any Eaſt India Muſlin, both in Beau- 
ty and Service; it is a Wear, almoſt peculiarly 
adapted for the warm Climate of South Ame- 
rica, and it would ſoon become Matter of 
great Conſequence if it was properly intro- 
duced into that Market; in the Interim, it 
deſerves Nurture and Encouragement from 
the Inhabitants of this Country, and we 
ſhould deem them little leſs than Enemies, 
who would appear in any Aſiatic Frippery, 
when they can be ſo much better clad in the 
Manufactures of their own Country. Hiſ- 
tory informs us, that of old, the Amor 
PaTRI® was the moſt noble Paſſion that 
engroſſed the human Heart; they never put 
the Conveniencics, much leſs the Luxurics of 
Life, in Competition with the Good of the 
Public. It is incumbent on People of Qua- 
lity to ſet the Example, which the common 
Courſe of Faſhion would oblige others to follow. 
Lewis the XIVth of France, made it the 
higheſt Reproach, for any Nobleman to be 
dreſſed in the Manufacture of another Coun- 
try ; he ſet the laudable Example himſelf, of 


encouraging 
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encouraging the Woollen, then in its Infancy, 
and appeared in a Coat of French Cloth, of 
not more than 38. a Yard: from that Time, 
no Perſon of Faſhion wore any other Garb in 
France ; their woollen Cloths now vie with 
thoſe of England itſelf; the Vanity of that 
Nation keeps their Gentlemen at home; their 
Belief, that no other Conntry can equal 
their's, clothes them in the Manufactures 
thereof; the Love we bear our's muſt be 
ſmall indeed, and our Virtue not worth nam- 
ing, if they cannot effect that Good in one 
Country, Pride and Vanity produce in ano- 


ther. 


TRR Manufacturer conſumes the Produce 
of the Land, maintains the Huſbandman, 
and enriches the Gentleman, therefore, 1s not 
only entitled to their Protection and Support, 
but to the Benefit of their Conſumption; 
and if we coolly conſider the Diſtreſſes under 
which many labour at this Day, a fine Lady 
arrayed out in an Italian Silk, or a Beau in a 
rich French Waiſtcoat; notwithſtanding the 
Beauty of the one, or the Politeneſs of the 
other, 
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other, they ſhould be eſteemed only in the 
Light they deſerve Enemies to their Coun- 


try. 


IT is a Fat well known, that the fine 
Linen Trade of Ireland was firſt implanted by 
the Refugees, who found an Aﬀylum in, and 
about Liſburn, againſt French Tyranny ; 
may we not, therefore, reaſonably expect ano- 
ther Source of national Wealth and Increaſe 
to the Manufacture, near at Hand, in the 
Introduction of the Genevan Emigrants, 
who are remarkable for fine Paintings of 
Linen? Now, it 1s well known, that it coſts 
near five per Cent on all Linens, for ſtaining, 
after they are white enough for that Opera- 
tion, to fit them for the Eye, and Market. 
Large Quantities are annually bought up 
in London for this Purpoſe, at an Advance 
of more than fifteen per Cent ; five per Cent 
more does not diſcharge the Starch, Blue, &c. 
when they are much worſe than at the Begin- 
ning. Here is an abſolute Bounty of twenty- 
five per Cent on all Linens that may be here- 
after ſtamped in Ireland; how far Government 

ought 


BE 


facturer; all Beginnings are dear, and the 
natural Indolence of Mankind 1s ſuch, as re- 


ought to interfere in placing a Colony of in 

thoſe uſeful Emigrants in the North, where 4 

they could inſtantly fit down to a Buſineſs ne 

carrying every Proſpect of Succeſs to our new ſo 

Brethren, and be of eſſential Service to the q yc 

Nation at large, may be better known when ar 

their Deputies have fully ſet forth the Wiſhes ; th 

of their Conſtituents. 1 th 

m 

Mok O vTR, in England, there is an in- in 

ll. land Duty of 7s. 6d. the Piece, on all Linens, li 

LY printed; after all theſe Advantages, to ſet MK P. 

li the Buſineſs on Foot properly, there ought to AF tt 

\ | be a Bounty on Exportation, to encourage the f t 

I! Merchant to give his Orders to the Manu- ſe 
14 
| 


quires a Spur, to call forth Induſtry “. g 2 
n 

Bur, while we are wiſhing to encourage 1 
one Branch, and uſher in another, let us not f 
loſe Sight of what we already poſſeſs. Ire- f 
land is now able to underſell every Country f 


* The Bounty of 144. a Yard on all Linen exported, be- ; ] 
tween 63d. and 194d. a Yard Value, is no Encoutagement to p 
the printing of Linens, as it can be had equally on thoſe raw 
from the Loom, as in this moſt improved State, 


in 
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in all Linen above Two Shillings and Sixpence 
a Yard. Our Colour is finer, and making up 
neater than any other, indeed, too much 


ſo of late Years; from exceſſive beetling 


you can hardly ſee the Texture of the Cloth ; 
and I believe it would be for the Benefit of 
the Trade, if there was not an Engine for 
that Operation, in Ireland. I am convinced, 
more Hurt has been done by it, than any other 
in the Whitening of Linens, and has not a 
little contributed to occaſion the Outcry at 
preſent againſt the Trade, more particularly, 
that pernicious Operation, called double Beet- 
ling, which ſhould be prohibited under the 
ſevereſt Penalties. 


Tux Variety of Complaints of late, touch- 
ing the bad State of our Staple Manufacture, 
muſt alarm every Lover of the Welfare of 
Ireland, and oblige them ſeriouſly to conſider 
from what Cauſes they have ariſen; whether 
from the Stagnation of Trade in general, or 
from ſome Impropriety and Miſmanagement 
in the Mode purſued of late in getting up 
Linens; and, I fear, the latter will be found 

C to 
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A 
to carry too much Weight, if we come to 1, 
conſider the Manufacture minutely. ; 


Norhrx G ſo nearly concerns any Nation, 
that wiſhes to eſtabliſh a good Name for its 
1. ManufaRures in foreign Markets, as to ſee | 
i= that they are ſound and merchantable, made 
up without any Deception to catch the Eye, 
10 and, in all Reſpects, to anſwer the cloſe In- 
4 ſpection of every Conſumer. In Articles of 
Fancy, Neatneſs, Lightneſs, and a maſterly | 
' Finiſh, ought to be an undoubted Requiſite ; ¶ ſe 
but where the Manufacture is for Wear and 81 
Service, its good Effects ought to be its chief b th 


Recommendations. 


Tre Linen Trade has got forward in this 17 
Country in an amazing Manner, in the & m 
Space of a few Years; indeed, much of its A 
Proſperity was owing to Neceſſity; ſhut out fu 
from every other Species of Commerce, Wa C 
were driven, for Employment, to this, and, th 
however Britain reſtricted us in other Reſpects, 
ſhe was willing to give the Linen Manufac- 
ture every Encouragement in her Power; m 


laying 
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laying heavy Duties on all imported from other 
Countries, and even giving a Bounty on the 
Exportation of Iriſh Linens from Britain. In 
the Year 1715, a Piece of Linen, that would 
not now yield Twenty-pence a Yard, received 
the County Premium, was looked upon as a 
Maſter-piece of Workmanſhip, and carried 
about, in a Tin Caſe, for a Shew. Twenty 
Years after, the Trade produced Three Hun- 
dred Thouſand Pounds per Ann. 1755 ſaw it 
encreaſed to near a Million, and it is, at pre- 
ſent, little leſs, if any, than double that 
Sum, and there are Hopes, it is only now in 
the Beginning of its Increaſe. | 


Tae Parliament of Ireland ſoon ſaw the 
Utility of encouraging this Trade, and, by 
many liberal Grants, and conſtant Care and 
Attention of the Linen Board, it is now in 
ſuch a Situation, as to fear no Decline, if 
Care, Integrity, and Honeſty run through 
the whole of the Manufacture. 


Ix 17561, the Linen Trade had got into a 


moſt perilous Situation; it was the Practice 
C 2 ta 
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E 
to buy all brown Linens, then in the Market, y V 
as we now ſell white, by the outſide Fold only, % tt 
which was made much finer than any other 
Part of the Piece. The Draper, on opening, 
ſoon diſcovered the Fraud ; but, what could | n 
he do? either buy thoſe, or give up his ti 
Trade, and, of Conſequence, when they be- N 
came white, he lapped them up in the ſame 
Outſide, and continued the Deception. The 

Legiſlature taking up the Grievance, ordered R 
a brown Seal to be iſſued by the Linen Board, ir 
which was to be intruſted with ſkilful Per- 7 
ſons, who were deputed to examine all fi 


Linens ; and, if they found them evenly } © 
made, of equal Fineneſs, and free from Da- C] 
mage, then, and then only, to meaſure, Y 7* 


criſp, and put them up in open Folds, ſo & 
that every Part of the Piece was ſhewn to te 
the Buyer, fair and clear; by which a candid # V 
Judgment of the Value might be formed. I. 
The Scal-Maſter was to ſtamp the Length and V 
Breadth on cach Side, and over that, affix his O 
Scal of Office; this, in a great Meaſure, n 


gave new Life and Vigor to the Trade, and, T. 
as no Fraud could now be committed by the N 
Weaver, 


_ os — — ——— we. tac 3 . 3 


} | Weaver, 
thenceforward, would go perfect to Market; 
but, alas, from the Multiplicity of recent 


1 


it was imagined, Linens, from 


Complaints, it is but too obvious that all is 


not yet on a right Footing, and that our na- 


tional Seal is in very bad Repute in foreign 
Markets. 


IT has been objeRed by many; For what 
Reaſon ſhall a national Seal be made Uſe of 
in the Linen Trade ? but let them go, as 
many other Manufacturers do, plainly and 
ſimply to Market, to ſtand or fall by their 
own Merits, and that the Eye of every Pur- 
chaſer ought to be his Judge, and the Cha- 
rater of the Seller his Recommendation, in 
this, as well as any other Commodity offered 
to Sale; I preſume there is no Trade in the 
World carried on in the ſame Manner as the 
Linen in the North of Ireland. In the Silk, 
Woollen, and all other Manufactures, a Man 
of very conſiderable Knowledge in the Buſi- 
neſs, of a competent Fortune, and with eve- 
ry Convenience in Readineſs, employs a 
Number of Journeymen to work at his Goods 

under 


* 


1 


under his own immediate Inſpection, and 


they are finiſhed under his own Eye; not ſo 
with the Linens in the North of Ireland, eve- 


ry Weaver, as ſoon as he can muſter up a | 
few Hanks of Yarn, ſets himſelf down to | 
weave a Piece of Cloth, which he takes to 
the Market for brown Linens, and there ſells * 
it to the beſt Bidder, and, it is well known, if 
this Man can anſwer the preſent Purpoſes, | 


he is regardleſs of any future Conſequence. 


UNDER the Sanction of à brown Seal, the 
Linen Buſineſs, for about ten Years, encreaſ- 


ed in a moſt rapid Degree; theſe Seals were | 


iſſued by the Linen Board free of any Ex- 


penſe, and, hardly a Weaver in the North | 


of Ireland, but in Time became a Seal- 


Maſter. Many of them died, yet their Seals 


were continued, Frauds of all Sorts began to 
creep in, until, at length, the Seal was 10 
longer eſteemed as a Bond for the Goodneſs 


of the Linen, its Freeneſs from Damage, nor 
a credible Certificate of its Length, or 


Breadth ; it was affixed without Examina- 


tion of the Quality of the Cloth, and often, 


without 
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without even Meaſurement ; almoſt every 
Evil formerly complained of, was practiſed in 
their greateſt Plenitude ; in vain did Fi nes iſ- 
ſue againſt many, miſtaken Lenity ſometimes, 
Negligence, or Connivance of Conſtables of- 
ten, but, for the moſt Part, the Poverty of 
the Delinquent, prevented theſe Fines from 
being levied ; thus was the Trade reduced to 
as bad a State as ever. 


Tae Legiſlature has ggain interfered ; new 
brown Seals are now iſſuing, which, it is 
hoped, will, for a Time at leaſt, give new 
Life and Vigour to the Trade ; but, I much 
fear, too many improper Perſons will become 
poſſeſſed of Seals; none but Men of Credit, 
Character, and ſome Conſequence, ſhould be 
appointed ; let them be a little better paid, 
and make them anſwerable for their Conduct; 
one or two in every Market-Town would be 
fully ſufficient, and more likely to anſwer the 
deſired End; Drogheda has but one, and no 
Inconvenience has ariſen, but much Good, to 
the Trade, Eaſe and Safety to the Merchant, 
and little, or no Inconvenience, to the Wea- 


ver. 
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ver. An Inſpector for every Town was not 


only found uſeleſs, but a Nuiſance ; thoſe 4 


appointed for the Counties at large, are likely 4 
to do a Deal of Good, not ſo liable to be 


warped by Prejudice, Favour, or Affection. 
Indeed, in ſome Counties, where there are 
more than / weekly Markets, there might 
be a ſecond, for, it will require their conſtant 
Attendance, and moſt exemplary Care, in 
rectifying the numerous Abuſes with which 


the brown Markets abound, in jobbing, | 


hawking, and cutting Linens. If too great a 
Number of Inſpectors were hurtful, what 


will be the Conſequence of a Number of 


brown Seal-Maſters, but an Inlet to every 
Fraud heretofore complained of ? 


Laws are the Wiſdom of the collective 
Body of our Conſtitution; they are deviſed 
by the moſt prudent and ſenſible Men in the 


Nation, and, to the honeſt, are Leſſons of * 


Prudence, Occonomy, ſocial Virtue, and eve- 
ry public Good ; they are the Bonds that 
unite the whole Body in one univerſal Syſtem, 
and which we ought to keep whole and invio- 
late; 
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1 
late; it is by theſe the People are to be guided, 
and ſet in Order; were they wanting, and 
Mankind left to the weak Guidance of private 
Opinion, warped by Self-love, Self. intereſt, 
and prone to go aſtray, we ſhould wander in 


all the Mazes of Abſurdity and Miſtake. 


Fork this Reaſon, the united Body of our 
Legiſlature have put the Staple Manufacture 
of this Kingdom under the more immediate 
Inſpection of a Number of the firſt Characters 
in the Nation, Men of large Property, great 
Knowledge, and who, from their Intereſt in 
the Welfare of their Country, have its Proſ- 
perity nearly at heart; many think, that 
this Body ſhould have been choſen, not out 
of the Men of landed Property, who are un- 
acquainted with the practical Part of Buſi- 
neſs, but ſhould be given to a number of ex- 
perienced Merchants, whoſe Knowledge in 
Trade would fully qualify them for the ardu- 
ous Undertaking, and who are ſuppoſed to 
know more of the Minutiæ of Buſineſs than 


Men who were never brought up in the 
Practice thereof. 


Bur 
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Bor I much fear, had Manufacturers only, 
the Charge of the Manufacture, we ſhould 
not ſee the Linen Trade even in its preſent 
Situation for Increaſe and Proſperity : let us 
look into Corporations, at firſt inſtituted for 
the Promotion of handy-craft Trades aud 
ManufaQtures, and conſider what good End 
they anſwer, and how far their original Inten- 
tion is kept up to with Reſpe to encouraging 
the Workman and Artificer. Do they not 
abound in all the Evils attending Monopoly, 
by hindering every Man of Genius from ſet- 
ting up, or carrying on any Trade amongſt 
them, unleſs he has been born, or ſerved an 
Apprenticeſhip within the Precincts of their 
Corporation, or load his Induſtry with moſt 
exorbitant Taxes to ſupport the affected Dig- 
nity of a few doughty Aldermen, or the ſu- 
percihous Conſequence of (perhaps) an igno- 
rant Mayor? If ſuch be the Views of Ma- 
nufacturers when they get into Power; if, in 
general they are ſo ſhort-ſtghted, ignorant, 
and felfiſh, would not plain Reaſon point 
them out as very unfit to be entruſted with the 
Management and Regulations attending on 


the 
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the Commerce of the Nation? Many a good 


Maſon and Carpenter would erect a noble 


Edifice under the Guidance of a ſkilful Ar- 
chitect, yet would be utterly at a Loſs if left 
to themſelves, and only produce Confuſion 
and Miſmanagement. 


However ManufaQurers are diſqualified 
from becoming the abſolute Directors, every 
Complaint of theirs ought to be attended to 
with the moſt minute and impartial Attention ; 
and where any Grievance creeps into the 
Code of Laws enacted for their Benefit, they 
arc entitled to the moſt ſpeedy and effectual 
Redreſs; Remonſtrance is the undoubted 
Right of every Individual of this happy Con- 
ſtitution ; and where the ſubjet Matter of 
Complaint becomes, in the univerſal Opinion 
of the Concerned, a Grievance, a Moment 
ought not to be loſt in giving every poſſible 
Relief; the Ultimate of Perfection is not to 
be expected in human Nature; the wiſeſt 
and the beſt may err, and ſuch gain redoubled 
Merit by Confeſſion and Amendment. Our 
Laws are not like unto thoſe of the Medes 

and 


1 


and Perſians, which admitted of no Altera- 
tion ; every Day exhibits a Change, and we 
are happy in a Conſtitution that can rezazr 
the Good, and reed the Evil. 


Is forming the late Act of Parliament for 
regulating the Linen Trade, an OaTuy of 
Office was required, to qualify the Seal-Maſ- 
ter, and make him capable of aſſuming that 
Truſt ; this the general Body look upon as a 
Grievance, and, I believe, with Reaſon, as 
it binds them to obey every legal Order, or 
Inſtruction of the Linen Board, even before 
they know what they are; many Things are 
lawful which are not expedient, and Direc- 
tions might iſſue diametrically oppoſite to the 


Line of Trade in which many have eſtabliſhed 


their Reputation, by ſome Minutiz, which 
this Oath might totally diſqualify them from 
purtuing, To guard againſt every Appear- 
ance of Evil 1s a moſt excellent Maxim, and, 
that zhrs Oath is an Inlet to Perjury, (a very 
great Evil indeed,) is but too obvious to 
thoſe acquainted with, or concerned in the 


Linen Trade. The Multiplicity of Oaths 
will 
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will never anſwer any good Purpoſe; conſci- 
entious honeſt Men have no Occaſion for ſuch 
a Tie ; thoſe who pay little or no Regard to 
their Credit and Character in the other Parts 
of their Buſineſs, will equally ſlight the moſt 
ſolemn Aſſeverations; many of the legiſla- 
tive Body have been brought up in a Pro- 
feſſion that knows no Aſſertion (however re- 
ſpectable the Character from whom it comes) 
unleſs it is accompanied with this Formality 
practiſed in Courts of Juſtice. To that Lea- 
ven we may impute this Grievance ſo juſtly 
complained of, and we hope it will be done 
away in the moſt ſpeedy Manner, as I am 
well convinced, that many, if not all, of 
the moſt reſpectable Characters in the Trade, 
would ſooner give up their Buſineſs than ſee 
ſuch an Oath conſtitute a Part of their Obli- 
gation, The ſtubborn Perſeverance of en- 


forcing an Act of Parliament loſt Britain the 


greateſt Part of her Dominions ; there is no 
Reaſon to believe the Experiment will be at- 
tempted on the Trade of Irgland, 


Many, in the Fervency of their Zeal, 
run, from the Abuſe here dreaded, to diſap- 


prove 
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prove of all Oaths relative to Trade; and 
the Queſtion has been aſked, if in any other 
Buſineſs, has an Oath been ever required ? 
Yes, in the Staple of almoſt every Country : 
the Woollens of England; the Gold and Sil- 
ver of Spain and Portugal ; the Wine of al- 
moſt every State from whence it is exported ; 
the Aſhes of Dantzick, and even the Butter of 
Ireland. The Alnager (Sea/-Maſter) of the 
firſt is ſworn, carefully to examine, and mea- 
ſure all Woollen Goods brought to him, and 
to affix his Seal of Office only to ſuch as are 
merchantable in all Reſpects; the Aſſay- 
Maſter 27 bound in like Manner, as is alſo, 
ter; and 1? is unlawful to export any of theſe 
Articles, the Quality thereof uncertified by 
the proper Officer, under his Seal of Office. 
For the due Performance of which, large Se- 
curity is given, and heavy Penalties are inflict- 
ed for any Breach of official Truſt, nor did I 
ever hear the Oaths, in theſe Caſes, objected 
to, or murmured ax. 


Bur, in the white Linen Trade, it is 
widely different: every Draper that chuſes 
Re, 
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it, is entruſted with the national Seal, and ES 


becomes the Alnager of his own Property, 


and it would be highly improper in him to 12 5 5 
take the Oath preſcribed, for many Reaſons. Fo | 


There are many Drapers, who, by a ſteady 


Attention, Skill, and Care, have got their 
Names into ſuch Repute, as to be able to ſell 


any Quantity of Goods, from their fair Cha- 
rater; now, by taking the Oath (zo ſeal all 


fuch Linens as are merchantable, which may 


be brought to hem, ) would be throwing away 
in a Moment what took them up Years to ac- 


quire; and although it is only to the beſt of 


their Knowledge and Belief they thereby bind 
themſelves, how can they anſwer for the Con- 


duct of their Servants in their Abſence, many | 


of whom are negligent and careleſs? It is 


enough they are puniſhed for their Conduct 


by Fines, and their Conſcience be left clear; 
beſides, if ever a Complaint ſhould ariſe, © 
they fear the Board would be prejudiced. 
againſt them, and would have a bad Opinion 255 
of that Man, who, in the firſt Inſtance, had 
broke through the moſt ſolemn Engagements. 


BEFORE 
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BE TroRE I conclude this Article, I ſhall 5 


ſubjoin a few Words more on the. Uſe of a 


national Seal, from which great Good may 


ariſe, and but few Evils can enſue; it is a 
Sanction to every young Beginner, and grves 
a Credit t his Name Abroad, without. which, 
few would be willing to purchaſe, nor can it 
hurt (as many are ready to advance) thoſe of 
the moſt Eminence in the Buſineſs; greater 
Judgment. has been ſhewn in the Formation 
of the Iriſh Seal than in any other, by com- 
bining the Individual with the Body at large, 
and at once ſtamping Credit on the Name of 
every honeſt Man. 


Many Complaints have ariſen, and are 
daily multiplying on Account of Hort Mea- 
ſure, to the great Diſcredit of the Linen 
Trade at large; this might be remedied in a 
Degree, by leaving the ſmall Remnants to 
the End of the Piece; theſe ſhould be mark- 
ed, 4, 2, 2, as the Caſe may be, but never 
charged, and this alone would be a great Re- 
commendation to the retail Buyer, or Con- 
ſumer ; many a Man or Woman, who could 

not 
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not tell the Difference of a Penny a Vard, 


yet, are capilal Judges of the Advantage of 
half a Yard given into the Piece; too many 
will cut off five or ſix Inches of over Mea- 
ſure, whereas, did it want two or three, they 
would pull and haul till it lengthened to 
their Purpoſe ; though ſuch Conduct merits 
the moſt ſevere and exemplary Puniſhment, 
yet it is of ſuch a Nature as the Laws can 
ſeldom reach, and the Linen Board ſhould 
make great Difference in their Awards for 
ſhort Meaſure, between Linens almoſt uni- 
verſally cut, and ſuch as have the fagg Ends 
for the moſt Part remaining ; one may ariſe 
through Miſtake, the other is a certain and 
premeditated Fraud, particularly complained of 
by the Purchaſers of Linen in the London Mar- 


| ket for ſtamping, where the Want of about 


three Inches for Faggs, for the moſt Part loſes 
the Stamper a Yard, not only in firſt Coſt, bur 
alſo, in Colour and Duty, to the great Diſ- 
credit and Injury of the ManufaQtures of 
Ireland. It is generally known that there are 
a few Inches at each End of every Piece of 
brown Linen, that are not equal in Goodneſs 
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to the Body of the Piece, theſe, therefore, | 
ſhould not be meaſured in between the Seals; 
and as it is well known, that Linen from the 


Loom creeps in, in Length, a Quarter of a : 
Yard ſhould be given to every Piece of brown | 


Cloth, the Draper then could not have the 
Shadow of Excuſe for ſhort Meaſure. 


W ought alſo to give every poſſible Infor- 
mation of the Quality of the Goods to the 
Purchaſer of white Linens, and as a great 
deal depends upon the Neatneſs with which 
they are made up, this Information ſhould be 
conveyed in ſuch a Manner as not to hurt 


them to the Eye after the cloſeſt Examinati- 


on ; this can never be obtained while Linens 
are made up in the round or oval Form; all 
Linens ſhould therefore come to Market in 
the ſquare Lap, with all the Folds fairly ex- 
poſed in the Boſom of the Piece, and tied only 


at each End, by which Means the Buyer might 


have a fair Examination of the Goods he is 
going to purchaſe; and this could not be 
a Grievanceto any Perſon, it having been long 
praQiſed by ſome of the moſt reſpectable 

Characters 
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ore, Characters in the Buſineſs, and ought to be 
als; univerſally adopted, not enforced. 


Havixs ſtated the Utility that may ariſe 
from the Uſe of a national Seal, let us next 
conſider by what Mode it can beſt anſwer the 
perfect Security of the Buyer, or exporting 
Merchant, by which they may be indemni- 
fied for any Fraud that may be committed by 
the Draper or Seal Maſter, and in what 
eat Manner the moſt ſure, ſpeedy and effectual 
ich Redreſs may be had, in Caſe it is hereafter 


be found neceſſary, on Account of any palpable 1 
art Fraud. 1 

ti= | | | 

ns ® HI Nee hardly obſerve, that the uſual Mode 

all of taking out Seals, was by entering into a 

in conditional Bond, with two Sureties, into 

„ whoſe Credit, little or no Enquiry was made. 

ly Experience has ſhewn this was not ſufficient. 


ht Men of little Property, and leſs Principle, 
s ſometimes got themſelves appointed, through 
whoſe negligent Conduct, not to give it a 
Z worſe Name, Frauds were daily committed, 
and when Reſtitution came to be demanded, 
2 D 2 it 


. „ 


1 


it was found they were not able to defray the W 1: 
Expenſe of a Suit, much leſs to make good fl the 
the Loſs; they were ſometimes expelled their ¶ Tra 
Office, but more frequently found Protection for 
in their Inſignificancy. pute 
| at E 

For theſe Reaſons the late Act propoſed, fron 
that the Perſon applying for Seals, together Wto ' 
with their Sureties, ſhall reſpectively ſwear, MBuſ 
that they are in Reality worth the Sums for Wthe 
which they are ſeverally bound, over and Wtkei 
above all their juſt Debts. Here, by ſtriving {Wo o 
| to eſcape one Evil, another, as bad, drops in the Mlingq 


Way, by preventing many young Men, who | 
are otherwiſe qualified, from . being intruſted 
with Seals; but had the legiſlative Body or- | 
dered, that the joint Sureties only ſhould be | 

ſworn, I imagine that no Objection could J 
then have ariſen to this Part of the AR, as | 
no Perſon ought to be appointed, who could | 
not produce Friends that would willingly ſub- | 
cribe ſuch a Declaration, which is complied | 
with by the Sureties of moſt Officers of Truſt | 
under the Crown. 4 
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Ir a national Seal be indeed neceſſary for 


Trade, ſurely no Puniſhment is too ſevere 
for thoſe who attempt to bring it into Diſre- 
pute in the foreign Markets, or into Diſgrace 
at Home, and if we may argue on the future 
from the paſt, many Abuſes will, from Time 
to Time, creep in among us. As it is the 


Buſineſs of the Linen Board to watch over 


the Trade with Care, and as the Spirit of 
their Inſtitution is to reward Merit where due, 
ſo ought they to puniſh every Degree of De- 
linquency with proper Rigour, 


Tun znherent Right of an unreſtricted 
Commerce being now reſtored, gives flatter- 
ing Hopes of an Increaſe of our export Trade, 


therefore, many think ſomething remains to 


g dut our Linens; 


be done to encourage the Merchants to ſend 
ſome more ſure and ſpeedy 


Mode of obtaining Reſtitution in Caſe of 
Fraud in the Draper, Seal Maſter, or the 
Bleacher ; if this really be the Caſe, it be- 


6 


hoves the Concerned calmly to deviſe in what 
Panne: this can beſt be effected, ſo as to give 
equal 
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equal Satisfaction to all Parties ; diveſted of 
every local Prejudice, placing every Side of the 
Queſtion in the cleareſt Point of View. 


IT is a Duty which every Individual owes 
to the Public, to Poſterity, and to himſelf, to 
watch with a jealous Eye againſt the Intro- 
duction of every new, every 1mproper Power, 
by which his Liberty, his Property, or his 
free Agency, as a Member of this excellent 
Conſtitution, might be affected. Neverthe- 
leſs, we ſhould readily acquieſce in giving 
every Authority, compatible with Prudence 
and Safety, to any Body of Men in whom 
the Legiſlature confides, not only to condemn, 
but alſo to puniſh; for it never will avail to 
put the Sword of Juſtice into any Hands with 


poſitive Injunctions not to draw it from the 
Scabbard, or not a Power to uſe it with Vi- 


gour, where neceſſary. 


Tuna the Linen Board was ſo ſituated un- 
der the ſimple Bond has been argued by ma- 
ny, in not being able to give that immediate 


and inſtantaneous Satisfaction, which, in ſome 
Caſes, 


l 
Caſes, might be neceſſary. Their Argu- 
ments are to the following Effect: 


* Suppoſe a Merchant in Spain gives the 
* Maſter of a Barilla Ship an Order to bring 
© him out a Parcel of Iriſh Linen in Return 
for a Venture of Aſhes, the Captain is no 
Judge of the Article, but goes to the pub- 
lic Hall, or Market, and there, on the 
Faith of the national Seal, fulfils his Order. 
* On his Return to Spain, theſe Linens are 
found deficient in Length or Breadth, are 
© rotten or full of Holes, and they are thrown 
* upon his Hands; on his next Voyage he 
* brings them back to Ireland, they are laid 
before the Board, examined by a Jury of 
Merchants, and are found defective, or 4 
* fraudulent to a great Degree; ſhall the 
Board, have to ſay to this Man 7?—* Sir, it 
« 1s true, theſe Linens are authenticated by the 
Seal of Ireland, they are faulty, and we 
* are ſorry for it, but here is this Seal-Maſter's 
© conditional Bond, take it, and ſue him at 
+ Law, (or we will do it for you,) and reco- 
ver your Damage; it will not be a Proceſs of 
more 


ay = 


* more than one or two Years, and we will, 
for your further Satisfaction, diſplace him 
* from an Office he has abuſed, and brought 
* Diſcredit on the Nation.” With what Con- 
tempt would the honeſt Foreigner look down 
on ſuch Shuffling, for as ſuch it muſt cer- 
tainly appear to him.—“ No! Gentlemen, 
« (would moſt probably be his Anſwer) I will 
* take your rotten 'Traſh to Holland, and 
* there buy Linens, and you and your Seal- 
** Maſter may go and be d——d.” For Years 
together ſhall we therefore leave, or wiſh to 
© leave the Linen Board in this Predicament, 
* or ſhall we not rather ſee them entruſted 
* with ſuch Powers over the Guilty for the 
Good of the Honeſt, as will enable them 
to ſay, „Captain, we are ſorry you fell 
into bad Hands, but are happy we have it in 
* our Power to do you ample Juſtice ; if the 
« Perſon, who ſealed theſe Linens, does not 
e in eight Days Time, pay you every Shilling 
the Jury has awarded you for your Loſs of 
„Time and Trouble, over and above the 
Price you paid for the Goods, we will ue 


4 0:79 an Execution, ſell as much of his Goods 
cc as 


* 
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« as will be ſufficient to pay you ourſelves, 
« and let your Countrymen know, on your 
« Return, that a Child from Spain, or any 
* other Country upon Earth, may buy Li- 
„nens with as much Safety in the Iriſh 
* Mirkets as if he was brought up to great 
«* Knowledge in the Buſineſs.” Contraſt the 
Feelings that will ariſe in this Man's Breaſt, 
the Report he will make when he returns to 
his Country, and draw the Inference. 


GROUNDED on ſuch plauſible Motives, and 
I truſt, without duly weighing the Conſe- 
quences, it was enacted, that from, and after 
the 1ſt of Auguſt, 1782, every Perſon ap- 
plying for Seals, together with their Sureties, 
ſhould, beſide their Bond, perfect a Warrant 
of Attorney, confeſſing Judgment thereon, 
before they can be legally entitled to act as a 
Seal-Maſter. 


HERE pauſe land maturely conſider the 
Requiſition. Never was a more inſidiaus 
Attack attempted on the People of any Coun- 


try, nor a Propoſal offered fraught with more 
alarming 


BW 


alarming Conſequences; for had it been qui- 
etly acquieſced with, or tacitly ſubmitted to, 
it would, in a ſhort Time, have laid the Pro- 
perties and Fortunes, not only of the Linen 


Drapers, but of all their Sureties, open to | 


the Mercy of any Junto of the Linen Board, 
who mizht, when ever they thought pro- 
per, from Pique or any other trifling Cauſe, 
iſſue out Execution, and ſell any Part of 
their Chattel Effects; it would at one Stroke 
have deſtroyed the Independence, ſhackled 
the Property, and enſlaved the Yeomanry of 
the North of Ireland. However, it was re- 
ceived with a proper Degree of Abhorrence, 
reſiſted with manly Firmneſs, and rejected 
with a fixed determined Spirit, which did 
equal Honour to the Knowledge, the Calm- 
neſs, and the Steadineſs of the People. 


THEY were then, and ſtill are willing to 
attribute the Whole to Miſinformation, and 
the Linen Merchants regret, that a Knowledge 
of their Trade is oftener ſought for from the 
Factors about the Linen Hall than the moſt 
eminent Drapers in the Country ; therefore, 


they 
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they impute the Origin and Deſign of this 
Grievance rather to the. Weakneſs of the 
Head in the Adviſers, than the Malevolence 
of the Heart; if the latter was predominant, 
the Engliſh Language has not an Epithet ſe- 
vere enough to convey an adequate Idea of 
the Infamy that would attend ſuch a Proceed- 
ing; but as they impute it to the former, it 
ſinks even below the Mediocrity of Con- 
tempt. 


I sHALL not attempt to deſcribe the Situa- 
tion of the Country on the Meeting at 
Armagh on the 5th of Auguſt laſt *, 
nor recall to your Mind the Diſtreſſes 
of that Day, but cannot omit paying a juſt 
Tribute of Gratitude to thoſe Gentlemen, 
who ſtepped forward, and lent you a tempo- 
rary Relief, who, in the Moment of Difficul- 


* The Drapers here ſolemnly reſolved, rather than fulfil 
what was required by the AR, to decline purſuing their Buſi- 
neſs, which might have been attended with the moſt fatal Con- 
ſequences. A Meeting of ſuch Members of the Linen Board as 
could be collected, was held in Dublin a few Days after, who 
reſolved to diſpenſe with the Act; on the Faith of which, the 
Drapers reſumed their Buſineſs. 

ty 


1 


ty and Danger, with the true Spirit of Nobi- 
lity, and the Life of genuine Patriotiſm, 
dared to riſe ſuperior to the dead Letter of 
the Law, and from whoſe Exertions in the 
enſuing Seſſions of Parliament, you may hope 
for permanent Redreſs. 


NeveRTHELESs, the Alarm, in the firſt 
Inſtance, was ſo dreadful, that ſome, to eſ- 
cape it, were ready ( pofeble) to run 
a worſe Evil, and lay their Proper! v-t 
more open. There is an holy nx 
« Zeal in Politics as well as in Religion 
makes People willing to run into any Dan 
or adopt any Mode, rather than be compelled 
to embrace that they hate. 


Many, ſooner than perfect the Bond and 
Warrant required, were willing to grant the 
Truſtees a Power, inſtantly, on Fines being 
impoſed, to iſſue their Warrant, and by Diſ- 
treſs and Sale of the Defaulter's Goods, levy 
that Sum ;—but alas! we ſhould calmly con- 
fider, before we veſt ſuch a Power in the 
Hands of any Set of Men, abſolute and with- 


out 
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out Controul, how far ſuch Proceedings are 
compatible with the Liberties of Irifhmen : 
Britain has now looſed us from all political 
Bonds——let us not therefore, forge new 
Shackles for ourſelves, even ſuppoſing the 
Legiſlature ſhould allow ſuch a Power to the 
Truſtees. I ſhould be glad to know to what 
Officer of Juſtice, known to the Conſtitution, 
can ſuch a Warrant be legally directed, and 
who dare, or can be compelled to execute it? 
The Sheriff will not, their Law Agent dare 


not, and the Conſtable, if he pleaſe, may 


not, as is well known, where the Law once 
allowed the Linen Board ſuch a Latitude in 
determining the Complaints relative to un- 
ſound Flax- ſeed “; in vain their Warrants iſ- 
ſued for many Hundred Pounds, of which 
they never could enforce the Payment of one 
Penny. 


OTHERs who with for to meet half way, 
think they have ſtruck out a Plan, which 


Courtney againſt Corry. 
may 
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may be ſatisfactory to all Parties, the whole- 


ſale Buyer, exporting Merchant, the Linen 
Board, the Seal-Maſter- and Bleacher, and 


that as to the Bond formerly given, there may | 
be ſome Objections, and that lately demand- 


ed, grievous and inadmiſſible, one ſhould be 
adopted in which there might be a Clauſe, 
empowering the Linen Board, by their Secre- 
tary, or Law Agent, on Fines being legally 
impoſed, and the Payment refuſed or neglect- 
ed for the Space of twenty-one Days after 
proper Notice thereof had been ſerved, that 
then, on an Affidavit of theſe Circumſtances, 


Judgment might be entered, and Execution 
iſſue for that Sum, which Judgment ſhall be, 


and remain in Force for the Space of  thirty- | 


one Days, and no longer, and then to be 
of no Force or Virtue in Law; Satisfac- 
tion to be acknowledged by the Law Agent 
of the Board to the Court from whence the 
Execution iſſued, within the Space of ten 
Days next enſuing the thirty-one, or- to for- 
feit the Sum of Five Hundred Pounds for 
every Refuſal or Neglect. 


Tus 
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1 
Tavs have I ſtated the different Opinions 
which I have heard delivered on this Subject, 
I ſhall make no farther Comment thereon than 
by adding the Tranſlation of two Lines from 
Horace : , 


Farewell, and if a better Syſtem's thine, 
Impart it frankly ——— — 


Bur while we are looking forward, with 
ſuch Care, to the perfect Security of the 
Buyer, we ſhould not totally loſe Sight of the 
Sellers of white Linen, who, it is well 
known, have great Reaſon of Complaint in 
the Conduct often practiſed by the, Buyers, 
who on a falling Market neglecting the Spirit, 
avail themſelves of the Letter of the Law, to 
return Goods, which, on a Riſe, would have 
no Faults, and are much diſſatisfied with the 
Number of Perſons who are allotted to com- 
poſe the Jury for the Trial of their Property 
before the Board, and aſk why it ſhould be 
ſubje& to a Determination, by which no other 
Man's can be affected. A Jury for every other 
Purpoſe conſiſts of TwELve Perſons, who 

muſt 
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muſt be all unanimous in their Verdict; the late 


Act for the better Regulation of the Linen Maid 
Trade reſtrictt the Jury to five, but it may Hpoſ 
conſiſt of only three Perſons, the Majority of Ne 
whom ſhall determine. Is it becauſe the NW. 
Property of Linen Drapers is of leſs Conſe- 
quence than that of any other Perſon, or is 1 
ſuch a Jury more eaſy to be packed, or more W ma 
likely to be influenced to anſwer any particu- Fra 
lar Purpoſe ? They have no ObjeQion to the ¶ the 
Deciſion of a Majority, but would have a the 
reſpectable Number, ſay Eleven, or Nine at Wwh 
the leaſt, one Half Drapers, the other Half of 
purchaſing Merchants; under either of which wh 
Denomination, they deny a Linen FaQtor's Wy 
coming, and would utterly exclude them. the 
They likewiſe complain of the Mode adopted Nu 
for trying the Strength of Linens, by nipping or 
with the Nail, which acts as Sciſſars on the the 
Cloth, and always tearing the Piece longitudi- Ii. 
nally, as it is well known the Weft is for the moſt be 
| Part finer than the Warp, and conſequently, to 
U more eaſy to rend and give Way. Now, if a gg 
i Piece of Cloth will not tear Acroſs as well as fer 
# Length- the 
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Lengthways, no Puniſhment ſhould be in- 
iRted on the Bleacher, for it would be im- 
poſſible for him, by any Miſmanagement or 
of Neglect, to injure the Weft, and keep the 
the ¶ Warp ſound and perfect. 


is THERE is one further Obſervation I ſhall 
ore make, which tends to ſhew how little the 
u- WFramers of the late Act were acquainted with 
the the practical Part of the Linen Buſineſs, in 
a the Reſtrictions they lay on the Seal Maſters of 
at white Linen, with Reſpect to his making Uſe 
alf of his Seal only at the Place of his Abode 
ich whereas, were they properly informed, they 
TS would have known, that not one Half of 
m. the Drapers could have acquieſced therewith, 
ted Numbers of them not having Bleach Yards, 
g Mor even Lapping Rooms of their own, where 
he the neceſſary Convenience for making up 
di Linen was to be had, and it would not only 


olt be ridiculous, but grievous, to oblige them 
7 oo bring them Home (perhaps, from five fo 
a 


: fifty Miles) to their dwelling Houſes, and then 
ſend them back (abuſed and dirtied, and 
their Bloom and Order deſtroyed) to the Lap- 

| E ping- 
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ping-Room, to be made up. When Clauſes 


of this Sort creep into an Act of Parliament, 
Clauſes ſo diametrically oppoſite to plain an 


Reaſon and common. Senſe, it gives the gene- I 
rality of Mankind but a mean Idea of the is 
Abilities of thoſe with whom it originated: fa 


Two Sailors who were ſtrolling by Weſt-⸗ wv 
minſter-Hall ſtepped in zo ſee wha! Fun, where B 


a moſt eminent Council was pleading in w 
a Cauſe of Inſurance, and in diſcourſing on in 
the Conduct of the Maſter of the Veſſel, he V 
frequently made Uſe of many Sea Phraſes, tl 
and Alluſions to different Parts of the Ship, B 
which, notwithſtanding what Information 
they might convey to the Court or Jury, the n 
Tars heard with ſovereign Contempt, as they e 
found them, for the moſt Part, wrong found. I 
ed, and worſe applied; D——m me, a 


Jack, cries one, did you ever hear a Fellow . 
„jau at ſuch a Rate? He knows no more of 
the Matter than a Marlin“ Site, and yet | 
„J have heard this Fellow is counted a Man q 
* of Senſe ;——a Man of Senſe replies 
* the other: Where the DI ſhould he learn 


* Senſe? Sure he never was at Sea ſince he 
*was born.” 


. 
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1 wouULD be far from wiſhing to give any 
improper Indulgence to the fraudulent Draper 
and Bleacher, and as far from laying the 
Trade under any improper Reftrictions : there 
is not a Man in Ireland has its Increaſe, Wel- 
fare, and Perpetuity nearer at Heart; and I 
with ſuch Honeſty to reign through every 
Branch, from the importing the Seed (until 
we have enough ſaved at Home) to the ſtitch- 
ing of the Wriſt-Band, (when made up for 
Wear) as may render every Law uſeleſs, but 
that of ftirit Honour and Honeſty in the 
Breaſt of every Individual, through whoſe 
Hands it paſſes, in the various Stages of Ma- 
nufacture: Until that is the Caſe, I wiſh 
cvery one would lay their Hands upon their 
Hearts, diveſt themſelves of every Prejudice, 
and join, with one Accord, in forwarding 
the Welfare of Ireland. 


Ir we univerſally purſue wiſe Methods, 
and get the Trade into a ſafe and uninterrupt- 
ed Channel, there are great Hopes we ſhall 
experience no inconſiderable Extenſion in he 


immediate Export of Linens from the Irith 
E 2 Ports. 
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Ports. It is the Quantity of Goods ſent | 


Abroad, and not the high Price they are ſold 


at, that enriches a Nation, for, if we can find | 
a Market for only Two Hundred Thouſand Þ 
Pieces of Linen while they are rated at | 


Thirty Shillings a Piece, whereas, were they 


rated only at Twenty-five Shillings, there 


would be a Conſumption for a Million; a 
few would be curtailed of a Part of their 


Profits, from the Spinner to the Exporter, | 
whereas, the Nation would be a gainer of | 
Nine Hundred and Fity Thouſand Pounds ; 
but ſuppoſe the Manufacture was brought as 
low as poſſible, (which is not the Caſe at pre- 
ſent) and ſtill we were able to give them at | 


no leſs a Price than Twenty-feven Shillings 
and Sixpence, it would be for the Intereſt of 
the Kingdom to make up the Deficiency to 
the Exporter; for, by giving One Hundred 
and Twenty-five Thouſand Pounds, we re- 
ceived in Return a clear Gain of Three Hun- 
dred and Twenty-five Thonſand Pounds, to 
the Community at large, even were the ex- 
porting Merchants Foreigners ; if Natives. 
there would be a ſaving of the whole Sum. 
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PR EMIUNMsS on the Exportation of the Ma- 
nufactures of any State, tend to lower the 
Prices in all foreign Markets, enlarge the 
Sale, and enrich the Country; whereas, 
Premiums on the Importation of any Com- 
modity, (raw Materials for Manufacture on- 
ly excepted) hurt Trade, impoveriſh the 
Country, and only enrich Foreigners; this 
was fully exemplified in the Article of Flax- 
ſeed, on which, amazing Sums were thrown 
away, and only enabled the Importer to give 
a greater Price for it Abroad. 


THAT we can ſend Goods to foreign Mar- 
kets from the Country of their Growth or 
Fabrication much cheaper than through any 
intermediate Channel, leaves not the Shadow 
of a Doubt. On this Idea, we may reaſon- 
ably imagine, that the Iriſh Exporter of 
Linens, can ſend his Goods at leaſt Ten per 
Cent cheaper to all foreign Markets than any 
bought up in London for that Purpoſe : this 


is an Axiom in Trade not to be contradicted. 


If, then, under all our former Diſadvantages, 


Iriſh Linens ever found their Way into the 
Spaniſh, 


11 


Spanifh, Portugueſe, Weſt Indies, Guinea, 
| or American Markets, and bore any Propor- 
| tion to the Dutch, Sitefian, German and 
1 Ruſſian Goods, what Expectations may not 
as” be reaſonably formed for the further Growth 
and Extenſion of our export Trade, now our 
Patliament (in its Wiſdom) has granted ſuch | 
> a Bounty on Exportation, as ſets us on a 
Footing with our Neighbours in Great 
Britain, h 


Fears have however ariſen, that it will 
take a very conſiderable Length of Time to 
bring about this defirable Purpoſe of mak- 
ing us an exporting Country, and that long 
eſtabliſhed Connections will militate againſt 
I ns for many, many Years; but let us firſt 
confider the Views and Conftitution of Com- 
merce ; a Patroneſs, whom every wiſe Coun- 
try adores—ſhe has liberally opened a Temple | 
where all Mankind may meet, and by her, 
diſtant Nations become intimately acquaint- 
ed, loſing by Degrees, the Aukwardneſs of 
Strangers, the Moroſeneſs of Suſpicion, and 
the dread of Deception ; they learn to know 
| the 


1. 0 2 

the Value, and to love each other, and by the 
Extenſion of her Influence, is daily creating 
ſome new Friendſhip ;—attached to 20 Coun- 
Zry, ſhe, like the Sun, cafts her genial Rays 
on all around, and by her Influence, calls 
each latent Power forth to Action; through 
her, the prejudicial Cobwebs of Mankind are 
ſrept away—the Merchant of one Country 
ſees not an Enemy in the Merchant of ano- 
ther, he takes his Seat in the Temple of 
Commerce, regardleſs what Countryman fits 
be ſi de him; like the Oracle of Delphos, the 
Altars of Commerce are open to all the 
World, and as Intereſt is her Offering, the 
watches with the Eagle for that acceptable 
Sacrifice, regardlefs from what Country it 
comes. 


SGxEAT Advantages are obvious to every 
Eye, but there are many ſmall Savings that 
are equally effential to the Well-being and 
Salvation of Trade; it is from a ſtrict Atten- 
tion to theſe ſmall Matters that we find 
many Traders, from the moſt inſignificant 


Beginnings, ariſe to the greateſt Degree of 
Wealth 
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Wealth and Reputation, and from whence ma- : 
ny frite and excellent Adages have ariſen, ſuch gro 
as, Take Care of your Halfpence and Far- 
things, your Gold and Silver will take Care of | 


encreaſes the Sale, and enriches the Country 
where it is fabricated, the other, on the Con- 
trary, enhances the Price, leſſens the Sale, 
and the Advantages gained, advert to Indi- 
viduals only; ſo that every ſaving in any na- 
tional Trade 1s of a two-fold Advantage to 
the Country. We ought, therefore, care- 
fully to avoid incurring any unneceſſary Ex- 
penſe ; every Shilling laid upon Linens before 
Sale, by which the Manufacture is not in 
ſome Meaſure improved, will for ever act as 
a dead Weight thrown into the commercial 


Scale againſt us. 


themſelves ,” and again, © a Penny ſaved is ple 
a Penny gained.” But here they have fallen H wi 
ſhort, far ſhort of the real Advantage; a BY 
Penny gained in Commerce bears no Propor- ; PI 
tion to a Penny ſaved, particularly, if it be ; al 
an Article of Exportation, and has to meet £ te 
ſimilar ManufaQures of other Countries in 4 ti 
the foreign Markets; the one leſſens the Price, 4 le 
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Tas Linen Trade in particular has long 
groaned under a moſt oppreſſive Charge, and 
indeed enough to have brought Ruin long ſince; 
I mean the almoſt univerſal Practice of em- 
ploying FacToRs to diſpoſe of the Goods, 
which could at firſt be only introduced by the 
Neceſſity, ariſing from the Remoteneſs of the 
Place of Sale from the Seat of ManufaQure, 
and this Practice will one Day or other bring ut- 
ter Deſtruction to the Manufacture, if not 
timely prevented, as it adds a Charge of not 
leſs than Six per Cent, without being of any 
real Uſe to the Trade, but the contrary. 
Many evil Conſequences will for ever attend 
Sales on Commiſſion ; it is a Charge of ſo 
enormous a Nature as no national Trade can 
hear, where the greateſt Part is to be ſent 
abroad for a Market; in vain may the Legiſ- 
lature grant Bountres, and the Linen Board 
give Eucouragement, and load the Nation with 
expenſive Taxes for the Support of the Linen 
Trade, while we are wantonly throwing 
away more than can ever be expected in that 
Line, —and for what? Why truly to encou- 
rage our own Ruin, and the utter Deſtruc- 

tion 


[68 ] 
tion of the Trade, by ſupporting and encou- 
raging thoſe Drones in the commercial Line, 
Factors. Theſe Gentlemen ſeem to be ex- 
empted from the Curſe impoſed on our pri- 
meval Parents, In the Sweat of thy Brow 
Salt thou eat thy Bread; like the Litlies | 
of the Valley, they toil not, neither do they 
ſpin, yet Solomon in all his Glory lived not | 
more eafily than ſome of theſe; like the Daw | 
in the Fable, they have the Strutt of borrow- | 
ed Plumage, but let each reclaim his Fca- 
ther, and ſee how poor and weak, and nak d 
he will be. How to put this defirable End 
into Practice, calls aloud for the Advice 
and Aſſiſtance of every Lover of his 
Country. : 


I not a Scheme is lately ſet on Foot, 
which, if properly attended to, and ſteadily ; 
perſevered in, will, in ſome Meaſure, tend 
to this moſt deſirable Purpoſe, by introducing | 
the Sale of white Linens into the Heart of 
the Manufacture ; little are People aware of : 
the ſalutary Conſequences that will moſt un- 
doubtedly attend ſuch a wiſe Regulation, 
and what a Saving would accrne to the ; 

Nation | 
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Nation therefrom on Account of Carriage, 
Rubbing, and Wet on the Road, and a 
Multiplicity of other Expenfes that will ever 
attend the Sale of Linens in the Dublin and 
London Markets. 


LeT us take a View of the Conduct of 
our commercial Brethren in Britain, and ſee 
how they carry on their Trade, and how 
much of the Moollens they ſend to London, 
to be ſold in Blackwell Hall, on Commiſſion. 
—No—they are grown wiſe by Experience :— 
Long did they labour under the heavy Yoke 
of thoſe more than Egyptian Taſk-Maſters, 
the Factors of Blackwell Hall. In vain did 
the Legiſſature lend a helping Hand to ſup- 
port a tottering Fabrick by magnificent Boun- 
ties, and every local Encouragement they 
could deſire— In vain did the Manufacturer 
lop off every exuberant Branch, where it 
required the Axe 10 be laid io the Root of the 
Tree. Their Trade got into a Decay, they 
loſt Ground with Rapidity daily, and nothing 
ſeemed to be left whereby to ſave it from 
expiring : When a Valetudinarian looks firſt 

| for 


PR -—— - o = 
— — —— 


1 

for Help, he generally flies to the Metropolis 
for the Advice and Aſſiſtance of the moſt 
{kilful Phyſicians, when, runnning through 
the whole Courſe of expenſive Medicine in 
vain, they univerſally agree nothing can be 
ſo ſerviceable towards renewing his ſhattered 
Conſtitution, as the genial Influence of his 
native Country Air—by Analogy it perhaps 
occurred to them to try what Effect ſimilar 
Conduct would have on a decaying Trade. 
HarLlLs ſtarted up in Leeds, Halifax, Exeter, 
and at her manufacturing 'Towns; there the 
ManufaQurer attended the Sale of his own 
Goods; the Attention he paid the Buyer, the 
Information he was able to give, the Reduc- 
tion he was hereby enabled to make in Price, 
all theſe happily conſpired together to revive 
the drooping Manufacture, and from 7Zhat 
Moment, the Woollen Trade grew ſtrong, 
and again recovered its former Vigour; a 
Factor, for Sale, is a Name now only re- 
membered amonglit them. 


HowEvER, it is but fair, candidly to exa- 
mine every Argument made uſe of on the 
Subject, 
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subject, and if right, admit, and if falla- 
cious, unanimouſly reſect them. That, ad- 
vanced by Factors in this Kingdom is, 
that they were ever highly beneficial to the 
Trade by ſupplying the country Linen Dra- 
pers with Money, and thereby enabling them 
in Caſe of a bad Market, to continue their 


Buſineſs as uſual ;—but for God's Sake let us 


enquire where theſe Gentlemen became poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſuch incxhauſtible Sources of 
Wealth; moſt of them were known, a few 
Years ago, to be as poor and needy as their 
Neighbours, and this very Reaſon of their 
ſupplying the Country Drapers with Money, 
at ſecond Hand, 1s one ſtrong Argument for 
their Abolition, for ſurely, plain Reaſon and 
common Senſe muſt inform us, that it is on 
the Preperty entruſted in their Hands by thefe 
very country Drapers, that they find a Credit 
with the Banks for ſuch Supplies which every 
Draper might himſelf enjoy.—So ſome No- 
bleman of great Eſtate, little Care, and leſs 
Oeconomy, entruſts the whole Management 
of his Affairs into the Hands of an artful 
Steward, who, taking Advantage of his Ne- 

gligence, 
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gligence, creates, for his own Intereſt, many | 
unneceſſary Wants, lends the Employer his Þ 
own Money at a high Advance, until, from 
reiterated Demands of the ſame Nature, he is ö 
enabled to purchaſe his Maſter's Eſtate, and 
robs his Benefactor under the Sanction of 
Law. Inſtances of this Kind are many, and 


I appeal to the Trade at large, if ever they 
knew many Inſtances of Drapers purſuing 


this Mode of Buſineſs where it anſwered the 


good Purpole alledged, but, on the Contrary, 
inſtead of keeping them fully employed, it 
in a ſhort Time left them in Jdleneſs, and 
ended in Bankruptcy. 


ExPERIENCE is the moſt ſure and certain 
Directreſs ——Example is more forcible than 
any Precept, however ſtrong the Arguments 
on which it is founded; does it not then fol- 
low, that the Introduction of the Linen Mar- 
ket into the Heart of the Manufacture, will 
be attended with every ſalutary Conſequence, 
and we ſhould not loſe a Moment in carrying 
it into immediate Execution; this, and this 
only, can revive our drooping Manufacture, 

remove 
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Ny BY remove many unneceſſary Expenſes, and be 
his the Means of attaining that moſt deſirable 
om End, the deſtroying the very Name and 
: is Idea of a Factor from among us. If this 
nd be purſued with ſteadineſs, and carried into 
of Execution with calm Perſeverance, I hope yet 
ad to live to ſee the Name of a Linen Factor 
ey ſunk into that of FacToTuM. * 

13 

ne Evexy Difficulty is apt to ſtartle, and eve- | 
y. ry Shadow of Danger deter from proſecuting 
It any new Scheme, however fair the Proſpect, 


and advantageous the Refult of the Under- 
taking may be. Some have even thought the 
Legiflature will interfere in preventing this | 
intended Acquiſition, but ſurely that never 
can be the Caſe, nor are we to expect out of | 
Wiſdom, Fooliſhneſs; it would :be Idiotiſm | 
indeed, in Politics, did they attempt to 4 
throw any Obſtacles in the Way; I rather 
think they will, in their Wiſdom, zealouſly 
forward the Undertaking. Did ſuch a Regu- 
lation reſt with the Corporation of any paltry 
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Town or City, ſuch narrow Views might 
1 

Facrorun, by Johnſon's Dictionary, is like Sc us in f 
the Beaux Stratagem, | 
pervade 
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pervade their Councils; but where the Good 
of the Nation comes before the Senate, every 
littie, poor, private, or local Advantage will 


vanith, however reſpectable the Individuals | 


it may affect. 


Nor many Years ago, the whole of the 
Trade was carried on at the Boot Inn, in 
Bolton Street, or the White Croſs, Pill-Lane. 
As to Sale of white Linens in a Dublin 
Market, how abſurd would have been the 
Attempt, and how impoſſible the Execution, 
to confine 1t there? When the old Linen- 
Hall was firſt erected, it was looked upon as 
a Monument of Iriſh Folly, and that it 
would never be fully occupied ; yet has Ex- 
perience ſhewn even that ſtupendous Pile 
inadequate ; large Additions have been made, 
and are now making — 1 has been weighed 
in the Balance of Time, and found wanting *. 


Tus Erection of a Hall in Ulſter may an- 
ſwer the Purpoſes for the preſent, or per- 
haps fifty Years longer, yet I hope this alſo 


* The Linen-Hall of Dublin was opened in the Year 1723, 
only fiſty-five Years ago. 


will, 


3 
will, in Time, be found inſufficient for the 


Convenience of the 'Trade, and that other 


Parts of the Kingdom will require like Inſti- 
tutions; that the Increaſe and Proſperity of 


Ireland may be ſuch, is the ſincere With or 
every Lover of his Country. 


Tas Metropolis of a Kingdom was ever 
found an improper Place for the Seat of its 
W principal Manufacture; from the neceſſary 
Conflux of People, Houſes and every Ne- 
ceſſary of Life are dear, and it is the good Po- 
licy of every wiſe Nation to ſcatter the Trade 
thereof through every Corner of the King- 
dom. 


How arbitrary, ridiculous, and contrary to 
ſound Policy would it appear, to hear of 
Edicts ordering the Silk and Aſhes of Spain 
to be all brought to Madrid for Sale, the 
Wines, Brandies, and Glaſs of France to 
Paris, or the extenſive Trade of the United 
Provinces to the Hague; theſe by the vio- 
lent Proceedings of an arbitrary Power, 
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might be ſubmitted to, but to imagine any 
Authority in this happy Conſtitution would 
dare to attempt reſtricting the People from 
diſpoſing of their Goods in whatever Part of 


the Nation they may chuſe to prefer, is futile, Þ 


idle, and abſurd. 


TE Extenſion of our Trade will doubtleſs ö 
induce many Adventurers to engage in new | 


Undertakings ; People of ſmall, unembar- 


raſſed Fortunes will be induced to ſtrike out 


ſomething new where the Proſpect of Gain 


may lead them to expect great Profit, and 


ſpeedy Riches, too many of whom will find 
their Hopes fallacious, and their Expectations 
terminate in Diſappointment and Diſtreſs ; 
ſhould they be even ſo fortunate as to arrive 


at Perfection, they will find People baſe 


enough, of ſuperior Property, and who are 


able to carry it on more extenſively, ever 


ready to drop in at that Moment, and take it 
out of their Hands. 


No one can be more attached to the Inte- 
reſt of Ireland than I am, or that would 


be 
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be farther from arguing againſt the Intro- 
duction of any thing which may be nieful to 
the Kingdom, or ad vantageous to the Com- 
munity, I only give a Hint to ſuch as have 
perhaps, more Spirit than Money, more Love 
of Adventure than Prudence, or who vainly 
hope to eſtabliſh, or perpetuate a Name. 


NoTuinG of more univerſal Utility to 
Mankind than the magnetical - Nec was 
ever found out; yet it is more than prob ble, 
little or no Advantage reſulted therefrom to 
the firſt Inventer, whoſe bare Name is all 
that is left to Poſterity, without any Account 
of his Knowledge, Profeſſion, or Succeſs; nor 
any Clue whereby to lead us into the Cauſes 
that brought forward this wonderful Diſco- 
very; and Tens of Thouſands who traverſe 
the Ocean, or accumulate Riches by Means 
of the Compaſs, know not that they are in- 
debted to John Groice *, for the Benefit they 
derive by means of this Nautical Preceptor. 


<2 Tata Gleice, a Citizen of Amalfi, in the Kingdom of 
Naples, found out the Virtues of the Load-Stone, about 
Anno 1 300. 
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Mok rational ProſpeQs of certain Suc- 
ceſs will for ever attend the Improvement of 
known and eſtabliſhed Manufactures, than 
can be expected from the Introduction of new 
ones into this Kingdom. The Inconvenien- 
cies to which every novel Undertaking is ſub- 


jet, from many Cauſes, will for ever retard 
the Perfection of Schemes of this Nature.— 


The Subjection you lie under to your Work- 
men, whom you can neither chide nor cbange, 
being far from the leaſt; theſe are generally 
the Refuſe of the Country from whence they 
are brought, People whom no Tie of Honour 
can bind, no Senſe of Gratitude can retain, 
and who are, for the moſt Part, diveſted of 
every Idea of Juſtice, every Principle of In- 
tegrity, and every Bond of Truth. 


ALrhovon the pure Conſciouſneſs of 
worthy Views, abſtracted from all Hopes 
of Popularity, or Applauſe may, to a generous 
Mind, be an ample Reward, yet the Deſire 
of Diſtinction was doubtlefs implanted in our 
Nature as an additional Incentive to exert 

ourſelves, 
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ourſelves, and we may ſafely term it a lau- 
dable Ambition inherent in the Breaſt of 
Man, which prompts a Deſire of ꝗiſtinguiſli- 
ing himſelf in the Country in which he lives, 
or make him conſiderable to thoſe with whom 
he converſes; to ſuch as are bleſſed with 
Affluence, this is no hard Taſk; in con- 
fined Circumſtances, it is not ſo eaſily ac- 
quired; but as Novelty has Charms, ſuch 
fly to it to gratify their Hopes of not only 
acquiring preſent Reputation, but enſuring 
laſting Fame ; yet we ſhould conſider, that 
although Novelty is the Mother of Pleaſure, 
it is the uncertain Miſtreſs of Fame; tis 
ike the young Tree that gives a full Bloom, 
but has not Stamina to bring Fruit to Per- 
fection, yielding only a momentary Fragrance. 
Novelty is the Flower of Admiration, which 
is beautiful in Expectancy, fades on Exami- 
nation, and on a thorough Acquaintance, 
dies deſpiſed, neglected and forgotten. 


By the late Treaty of Peace, the Inde- 
pendence of America is fully and finally ac- 
| knowledged, 
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101wi-iged, and thereby a political Separa- 
ven her and this Country has taken 


* ' , 
C: : 3 
never. * 


—— 
Dos the\breaking out of the late un- 
happy Diſt Eu s the Enugration to Ame- 
rica was prodigious, and Fears have ariſen, 
that Multitudes will again deſert us, now a 
Trade with the new World is opened. Po- 
pulation is the great Riches and internal 
Sources of Wealth of every State, and I hope 
ſome Method conſiſtent with ſound Policy, 


and true Liberty may be hit upon to prevent 
as much as poſſible the tranſporting the liv- 
ing Materials of this Country. Cercive 
Laws will never do; Mankind muſt be 
incited by Intereſt, as well as bound by Duty, 
to prefer and love their native Land above 
all others, for wherever the Perſons, Pro- 
perties, and Conſciences of Mankind are 
beſt ſecured from Oppreſſion and Tyranny, to 
that Place, Men of all Countries will reſort, 
as to the great Hive where they may exerciſe 
their Induſtry, and when done, enjoy the 
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Sweets of their Labour in Eaſe, Peace and 
Security. 
3 f LY 
AMERICA, under the Gust Han Wis of 
Britain, amply enjoyed all thoſe Heaven- 
born Gifts; under her Influence, ſhe flou- 
riſhed in Trade and Commerce at Home, was 
ot Conſequence to the remoteſt Ends of the 
Earth, and was bleſſed with internal Har- 
mony and Peace — ſhe was, of the People up- 
on Earth, the moſt favoured Nation under 
Hcaven, where civil and religious Liberty 
reigned triumphant, and univerſal Charity 
and Tolerance were prime Miniſters —her 
internal Sources of Wealth many—her ex- 
ternal Charges few ;—from every Quarter of 
the World, Wealth flowed upon her in an 
Inundation, and ſhe had few Drains, few 
Demands to call it back; her Yoke was 
eaſy, and her Burthen was Light ;—/he ſat 
as a Queen upon the Earth, and ſaw no Sorrow; 
to ſuch a Country, was it then a Wonder 
that Multitudes were daily hurrying ? But I 


fear a dark Cloud has now overcaſt the 
| bright, 


Conſtitution, an Army, and a Conſequence | 
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bright, the alluring Proſpect; ſhe has been 
plunged for a Series of Years in all the Hor- 
rors of a civil War; has yet to look out for 
a fixed, a permanent, and a certain Form. of 
Government, is immerged in Debt, has a 


to ſupport; robbed of her Citizens by the 
continual Ravage of War, and deſerted by 


many of ber own Offspring in diſguſt, /he is no WF Fi 
longer called tender and delicate, but is now i B. 
loaded with Taxes, and ever open to the in- 
human Inroads of the fierce, the ſavage Þ 
Tribes with which ſhe is environed, has ma- N 


ny Things inſtantly to buy, and little to ſell, 
many Alliances to form, of which, Advan- 
tages will be taken by every contracting 
Power, and is utterly unknown, even to ber- 
ſelf; ſuch is the preſent State of infant Ame- 
rica, and although it may be the Foundation 
of the greateſt Empire (whether Monarchi- 
cal or Republican matters not) in the World, 
it has as yet hardly raiſed itſelf above the 
Earth. Nothing, therefore, but the greateſt 
Infatuation could tempt an Emigration to an 
unknown 
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Earth *, but the Laws, the Manners, the 
Liberty, the civil and religious Security 
of the People, that conſtitute the Happineſs 
of a-State, and a Statute of Lunacy ſhould 


be inſtantly taken out againſt the Man 
who would look for theſe, for ſome Time 


at leaſt, in a Country convulſed and torn to 
Pieces by every Storm that can agitate the 
Body politic. 


WILL any Man who can even earn a hard 
Morſel at Home, much leſs thoſe in eaſy 


Coup Nature's Bounty ſatisfy the Breaſt, 
The Sons of Italy were ſurely bleſt; 
Whatever Fruits in different Climes are found, 
That proudly riſe, or humbly court the Ground ; 
Whatever Sweets perſume the northern Sky 
With vernal Leaves, that bloſſom but to die; 
Theſe here diſporting, own the kindred Soil, 
Nor aſk Luxuriance from the Planter's Toil. 


Bur ſmall the Bliſs that this alone beſtows, 
And ſenſual Bliſs is all this Nation knows; 
Contraſted Faults thro' all their Manners reign, 
Tho' poor, luxurious, tho' ſubmiſſive, vain ; 
Tho' grave, yet trifling ; zealous, yet untrue, 
And even in Penance, planning Sins anew. 


Circumſtances, 
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Circumſtances, fly their native Country, de- glori 
fert their Friends, their Relations and Ac- ber 
quaintances, tear themſelves from every ſocial, I on 
every tender Tie that binds the human cate 
Creature to his Neighbour, his Friend, his | lay 
Country, or his King; and for what will he | flin! 
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tcar himſelf from all thoſe tender Relatives ? 


Why, to expoſe himſelf to a long and dan- ] 
gerous Voyage, to enter the World anew, _ 
where the Manners, Climate, and Conſtitu— Co 
tion are different, to ſet himſelf down in a * 
Deſert or defolated Country, expoſed in ma- ; 7 
ny Places to the Fury of relentleſs Savages, : 
and at beſt to encounter many and great : 
Hardſhips. Surely Men will not run ſuch * 
Riſks, and hazard themſelves to ſuch Incon- hy 
venicncies and Trials of Fortune, unleſs the ; 
Proſpect of Gain be amazing, and the Super:- U 
ority of Comforts and Liberty be great indeed 10 
on the one Hand, and that on the other they 


arc deſerting a Country that they perceive 
kurrying to Deſtruction, or tottering on the 
Brink of Ruin; neither of theſe hold good 
in the preſent Inſtance; IRELAND 7s a r:/ing 
Nation, and her Proſpects are bright and 

glorious; 
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lorious; her Sons are com 


* 
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me from afar, and 
her Daughters from a diſtant Country *, while 
on the Contrary, the moſt infatuated Advo- 
cate (in the preſent Poſture of Affairs) can 
lay down no rational Scheme why we ſhould 
fling ourſelves into the Arms of America. 


n- Bur many (who were never there) cry 
* out, this is the Land of Liberty this is a 
7 

u- 

a 


Country of Freedom, to which all the World 
may repair; ſome extol the Bloſſt 


os of 
of Tyrants; ſuch has ever been the Tem- 


Liberty, who are in their Hearts the worſt 
per and Inclination of too many of the 
Inhabitants of America; their Tyranny is 
beyond a Doubt, and was not the Example 
before our Eyes, how could we believe that 
a People, who are ready to lay down their 
lives, and ſpill the laſt Drop of their Blood 


in Defence of heir Liberties, ſhould be fo 


loſt to every Sentiment of Humanity, of 
Juſtice, Integrity, and of Liberty indeed, 


| 
* Geneyan Emigrants. 


as to commence the moſt barbarous and cruel 


of Tyrants where they had it in their Power ; 
this they have fully exemplified in their 
Conduct to thoſe miſerable Beings their 
Negro Slaves, whom they not only rob of 
the Bleſſings of Liberty, according to the 
general Accepiation of the Word, but in its 
fulleſt Extent and Meaning.—Oh ! how ig- 
norant, blind, and dark 1s the viſual Ray of 
the Mind, where Intereſt ſpreads a Veil, 
yet as quick and clear ſighted as an Eagle of 
the Sun where it points out an Advantage. 
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WIILI Gop ALmicnuTy for ever look 
down on the Oppreſſion of his Creatures, 
and will he not take Vengeance of their Op- 
preſſors? If indeed He viſits the Sins of the 
Fathers upon the Children unto the third and 
fourth Generation, Deſtruction may be delayed, 
but will ſurely come at laſt. Ir is not a Set of 
Features, a Complex'on, or the Tincture of the 
Skin that he admires, who looketh into the 
Heart, and the inmoſt Receſſes of the Imagina- 


tion; then ſay, what Plea, what Vindication can 
Mankind 
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e! Mankind have for their Treatment of theſe 
r; Wl their fellow Creatures for tearing them from 
eit every Tie that is near and dear to human 
er Nature, and plunging them and their Poſte- 
of rity in all the Horrors of perpetual Slavery ? 
he Dare the moſt zealous of their Advocates (if 
any ſuch they have) aſſert, that Colour is ſuf- 
ficient to give a white Complexion Dominion 
over them ? No—there are many of their 
Hearts cloathed with a white robed Innocen- 
cy, that would ſanctify the faireſt Son of 
Liberty among them. If this be a Sample 
of American Liberty, long, very long may 
the Inhabitants of this happy Country enjoy 
the Bleſſings of the Conſtitution under which 
they dwell. 
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Ir we look through all the Convulſions, 
Revolutions, and Rebellions that have agi- 
tated, torn, or overturned the Britiſh Go- 


the adverſe Party was always treated, we 
ſhall find that Severity followed, only a few 
Principles, Pity and Forgiveneſs ftill ſheltered 

| the 


vernment in theſe Kingdoms, and fee how 
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the Multitude, and only conſider what is 
likely to be the Fate of the Loyaliſts in Ame- 
rica; though Juſtice may be the Founda- 
tion on which the Engliſh Conſtitution is 
built, it was Mercy that raiſed the Super- 
ſtructure. 


YET notwithſtanding all the Terrors to 
which an Emigration will ſubje& People, 
yet it is to be feared, if ſomething is not 
done, and that immediately, in Behalf of 
the Tenantry of Ireland, nothing will deter 
them from looking out, in another Country, 
for that permanent Situation they can have 
little Hopes of enjoying in this; and the 
Gentlemen of landed Property ſhould wiſely 
weigh, and maturely conſider how far their 
Intereſt, and that of their Poſterity is con- 
cerned, and that inſtead of ſhort Leaſes and 
a poor Tenantry, they ſhould, with one Ac- Y 
cord, join in eſtabliſhing an eaſy, permanent, 
and induſtrious Yeomanry throughout the 
Nation. Unfortunately, a Clauſe has been 
introduced into Marriage Settlements, where 

the 
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the Landlord, being Tenant 2 Lifs; i is prohi- 
bited from adding Years or Lives to an expiring 
Leaſe, though in the Hands of an improv- 
ing and induſtrious Tenant, wr/ling 10 riſe in 
his Rent in Proportion to the additional 
Term ; this I know has been the principal 
Cauſe of the Emigration of the Farmers and 
Yeomanry of the North of Ireland, as the 
ſame Clauſe that prevented a timely Renewal, 
precluded them from the Hopes of any Ad- 
vantage even at the Expiration of their 
Leaſe, as the Land Owner is not only tempt- 
ed by Intereſt, but bound by Engagement, 
to give it to the beſt Bidder, as he can only 
ſet it for the higheſt improved Value; there- 
fore, what leads to this Practice of canting 
the Land over the Heads of the Tenants, 
ſhould be totally aboliſhed, and what is call- 
ed Rack-Rent be no longer remembered; fo 
would the common People, the Strength, 
the Safety, and the Riches of the State be- 


come alſo the Lovers and Supporters of the 
Kingdom of Ireland. 
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Bur how 4 can we . that theſe uſeful 
Parts of the Community will remain ſteady 
through all Trials, when we ſee ſo many of 
thoſe in higher Stations, and who have im- 
menſe Properties and Fortunes therein, to- 
tally neglect, deſert, and deſpiſe it, though 
one of the moſt honourable and plentiful 
Countries in the World, and for Situation 
and Climate not to be equalled under 
Heaven. The Love of our Country, conſi- 
dered as a moral Yirtue, takes in the moſt no- 
ble Sentiments of Integrity and Honour, and 
is a fixed Diſpoſition of Mind to promote 
its Happineſs, Welfare and Reputation, and 
to ſupport its Conſtitution whole and invio- 
late. As Self-love is an Inſtinct implanted 
in our Nature for the Preſervation of each 
Individual, ſo the Love of our Country acts 
in a larger Sphere, and impreſſes on our 
Minds an anxious Regard for the Happineſs 
and Security of the whole Nation. 


I w1isH I could awaken our Abſentees to a 


Senſe of their moſt indiſpenſable Duty, and 
inſtead 


inſtead of ſquandegmny $i | 
Riot, Diſſipation, or broad, they 
would ſet the laudable Ale of avowing 
and approving the Love they bear this Coun- 
try, by beſtowing on it a Portion of their 
Time and Reſidence. How can we ever be 
truly called an independent Nation, while ſome 
of the greateſt and richeſt Tracts of the 
Country are poſſeſſed by Men who ſcorn a 
Habitation therein, and are continually de- 
pending on the Laws, the Cuſtoms, and the 
Manners of other Kingdoms ! And although 
ST. PATRICK can have but ſixteen Knights 
to eſpouſe his Cauſe, yet many Thouſands 
of dutiful Children take Refuge under his 
Banner, and encreaſe the noble Community 
in the Iſland of Saints; then would many 
fine Family Seats that now lie nearly in 
Ruins, renew their antient Splendor, and 
beautify and enrich the Country ; then would 
our Parliaments be more honourable, becauſe 
better attended, and our Liberty valued be- 
cauſe better underſtood, and nobly aſſerted ; 
ſo would our Schools and Univerſity meet 
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with due ] nne ouragement, and raiſe up many 
Men of Wes of Genius, and of Senſe 


who!s: Face of the Country be totally chang- 
ed, and inſtead of poor, miſerable, ſmoaky 
Cottages, we ſhould ſee ſnug, warm Farm- 
Houſes imperceptibly ſtarting up in every 
County, and in the Place of a poor, ſtarved, 
wretched Pcaſantry, whoſe very Looks call 
forth the Tear of Pity, we ſhould ſee a brave, 
healthy, induſtrious Yeomanry, in a com- 
fortable and flouriſhing Condition, who, 
having permanent Settlements to contend for, 


would be at all Timcs ready to ſtand forth in 
the Defence of their Country. 


among us; e lee our Trades and 
Manufactures ouriſh, and Eaſe, Happineſs, 
and Content ſmile through every Quarter of W 
| | the Kingdom. The Value of Land would P 
thereby be greatly encreaſed, and Thouſands t. 
of Families now periſbing with Hunger, and b 
ſcarcely covered with Rags, would be well fed, e 
and comfortably cloathed; then would the a 
c 


I wovuLD therefore entreat our Abſentees, 
timely to conſider, and join in completing the 
Felicity 


Felicity of lreland ue beats te would 
give freſh Life and Vikas ain oment, 
from whence her politica 1 n date 
its Ara; the Money they would circulate 
would give Employment to the Poor, their 
Preſence would encourage our new Manufac- 
tures; with their Aſſiſtance our Rivers would 
become navigable, our Bogs would be drain- 
ed, and the moſt indolent of the Natives would 
be ſet to work; our FisHERIEs would en- 
creaſe, our Coaſts ſwarm with Shipping, and 
the Bowels of our numerous Hills would be 
ſearched with Succeſs for Coals and other 
Minerals, for which we at preſent Rand in- 
debted to the neighbouring Nations, when 11 
is well known Ireland poſſeſſes a Sufficiency 
in herſelf, and only wants Men of Spirit 
and Capital to ſet the Work on Foot. 


I yopE there is nothing remaining, but for 
ſome Men of Conſequence to ſet the noble 
Example. Single and unknown, the bold 
Fryar, MARTIN LUTHER, ſet on Foot the 


Reformation, and overturned the mighty 
G 2 Church 


eaten Eſtabliſhment of 
| „ Af gr The Battle of Canna, 
when the e guiſhed Characters of 
antient Rome prepared to fly their Country, 
Scieio, then but a Youth, oppoſed them 
Sword in Hand, and with ſuch Vigour as 
made them ſwear they never would attempt 
to leave their Country in Diſtreſs. 


How would ſuch deſerve, and obtain the 
moſt noble and grateful of all Appellations, 
and be revered under the glorious Title of 
Pater Fatriæ ! If in private Life, the moſt 
endearing and pleaſing Object is to ſee a 
Family of Love, where the Father treats his 
Children as Brethren, and they, in Return, 
with all filial Duty, covet his Company and 
Converſation, becauſe they think him the 
wiſeſt, the moſt agreeable, and the beſt Man 
of their Acquaintance: If ſuch be the moſt 
amiable Picture the Eye can behold, to ſee a 
tranſplanted ſelf Love ſacred as Friendſhip, 
pleaſurable as Love, and joyous as Religion, 
in a tender Parent, renewing his Life in his 
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look forward with Re at Moment 
which muſt cauſe a cruel Separation, by 
tearing him unwillingly from them for ever. 
Can there be in Nature any thing more de- 
ſirable ?—Yes; to ſee the Fathers of our 
Country ſo revered ;—the Community, their 
Children, ſo happy. 


FiNALLY, let us all, inſtead of waſting 
our Time in uſeleſs Diſpute of which 1s the 
great Man, or to whom to attribute Succeſs, 
uniformly, and with one Accord, both col- 
lectively and individually, join with Hand 
and Heart in promoting the Good of this 
Country, purſuing, with ſteady Attention, 
theſe great Matters, the Encreaſe of our 
Manufactures, the Enlargement of our 
Trade, the Encouragement of our. Fiſheries, 
the Security of our Liberties and Properties, 
the Revival and Encreaſe of an independent 
Yeomanry, and the Welfare of the whole 
Kingdom. 
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= T nave me! with the Py yer of an Indivi- 
=_ dual, which think, a8 ation, we might 

0 wiſely adopt t bee, O Gon, for 
* changing me from what JI have been. May 
« thy Grace reform what I am, and may thy 


1 « Wiſdom direct what 1 Mall be !” 
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